3-16-69 


Dear Harold, 

Got your letter of 3/12 yes terday, and I still haven't answered the 
one from 3/4. You had asked whether the name in that 3gh£js: CIA story 
could have been Laichner. It could have been. I expect to get 
to the library & the newspaper offices tM s com' ng week, as I have 
many things to look up, and I'll look that up. In this envelope 
I'm sending a few King articles that I’ve gleaned from the papers 
I had, and I'll get the rest of them to you by the end of the week. 

I talked to Bill Corley from NBC, and it's long. I'll try to be 
as brief as possible. 

Corley had just recently become news director here in November, 1963. 
E Prior to 11-2 he had been extremely busy setting up for JFK's visit 
and so was x very concerned about the cancellation cf the trip. As 
he recalls, the '“hite House issued a cover story saying that JFK had 
a nr* Id cold. He said his years in Washington had taught Mm to be 
very suspicion s of mild colds, but his suspicions were allayed, as 
he recalls, when a few days later there was some large change 'n the 
international situation. He said that change explained to Ms 
satisfaction why the president had had to remain in Washington; 
although that wasn't, of oourse, necessarily true. The first he 
heard of Vallee was an anonymous tip after the assassination, in 
which the informant said the real reason JFK hadn't come to Chi. 
was that someone was going to kill him here, and that he should 
look into Thora s Vallee. He at first thought the guy was a kook 
who called him, but as they checked into it he became interested. 

He felt that axxitxJtS there might be a connection between Vallee and 
OswaL d, but even if there wasn't it was a story of local interest 
and had the interesting twist that here was a guy from the Bight 
obviously planning to do the same thing Oswald did. He recalls that 
they devoted so much time and effort to the thing that he became 
the bruht of several jokes at NBC, other affiliates were joking that 
he thought he had the solution to the whole assassination. 

He recalls that the initial foray for axidsiEKH information gave him 
the facts that Vallee had been picked up with the 2,000 rounds (f 
ammunition, a knife, and a small arsena l in his car;; that the car 
had the New^ork license plate #3110RF, a n d other information that 
we have: military service, political affiliation, etc. He called 
NBC News in New York and asked them to check the license number for 
him. They apparently forgot to do it, and when he didn't hear from 
them for a couple days, he asked Luke Hester, who had come from 
New York, if he knew anyone. Hester's father was a police captain 
in New York City, and Hester said Ms father could certainly get it* 
Hester's father shortly aftepward replied that there was an FBI 
freeze on informati. on about the lioense plate, and that Luke would 
probably get a v'sit from the FBI about it® 

Although Corley wasn't sure of the exact day, he remembers that it 
was a holiday, most like Thanksgiving (11-28), two FBI men went 
to Luke Hester's home and asked him why he was checking on that 
license number. Hester said his boss had asked him to do it, and 

the next day, 11-29-63, the agents went to see Corley. 


Corley said that the interview n?as exactly as the FBI men had 
presented it in the repcrt, with two exceptions. They did mention 
names in t he interview, that's one. But the other is more intriguing 
Ccr ley ranembers no such discuss- 1 * on as the freeze being p^ ced on 
the license # because of some connection with Oswald . He recalls 
no such thing. As a matter of fact, he says he later talked to 
Marlin Johnson, FBI chief here, and Johnson only indicated to him 
that the FBI freeze on the license number was done at the r equest 
of the Secret Service . To his recollection there was no reason 
given for the£ freeze, and that's what intrigued him about it. 

He says he feels the statement by the FBI agent about that in the 
report was merely "him telescoping two or three things into one 
report®"’ 

He could add nothing more up unt'l the t*me that Vallee went to 
court. He said that Vallee was represented by two attornies, and 
as he remembers it they were not regular Criminal Court type 
lawyers, although he couldn't remember who they were. He said 
that vh en he was asked by the NBC managemcn t about the overtime 
devoted to tha tease he justified it by saying 't was a story of 
local interest that involved a right winger planning to do the 
same thing Oswald, the left w'nger did. So there was no doubt 
in his mind that Vallee was planning to hit the president. 

He said he tried to locate ti eir original information on Vallee, 
but hadn't been able to f-'nd it. He said if they could locate 
it he'd let me know and I could look at it. He says as far as 
he's concerned he could find no link between Vallee and OswaE , 
but it's stf 11 an open case for him and if I find anyth-’ng solid 
he wants to know about it* 

He was not at all surprised at the tales of disappearing files, 
letters, and break-ins. He suggested I tighten my security. 

He added a new consideration, though, he said that there are now 
operating a number of self-styled vig'lante groups — right wing 
of course —and th a t in his opinion they have the capability of 
breaking into my apartment and tapping my phone . He said he's 
hoping to oatch one of these groups in action so he can nail them. 

He said that fee has no idea why the story was not reported before 
he got the tip, but wouldn't speculate about a blackout. When I 
pointed out that the FBI agent's interview with him was dictated 
on 2-3-69 and the first newspaper account was the next day, he 
said what probably happened was that the Daily News had a contact 
at the FBI office who toU them that NBC was devoting a lot of 
time to th's story, and they figured they'd better get on it, too. 

That's about aL 1 for Corley. I talked to Henry D e Su.tter, finally, 
yesterday. DeSutter works for the Daily News. He said he'd try 
to help but didn't see how he could be much help. He didn't sound 
very interested, but then he was trying to get the idea over the 
phone, and I find this whole affair too complicated to explain on 
the phone. So I wrote him an explanation of what i t was aL 1 about 
and a rather angry plea for his help; I think it'll change his 

mind aben t the urgency of the matter. 
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Something else occured to me. The Daily News article says "Federal 
agents moved Tuesday to question a North Side man... "Now either thhy 
were in fact referring to the Corley questioning, or there is some- 
where in the Warren Commission f-les an interview with Vallee. 
DeSutter may be hjjj&Ib: able to supply the answer® 

It was very good to hear that you'll be able to send a copy of 
the book. Do you want it back? I expect I'll be able to make 
a copy or two of the copy. I think that'll facilitate my talking 
to Bevel & Co* about it# I regard their whole scene and way of 
lif ea as a political intrigue and hesitate to get personally involved 
with them for fear I'll kick one of them in the teeth. So' simply 

lending them a copy of the kb mss* or parts of it would be much 
safer* 

For what it's worth,I would agree with your predictions on Ray, etc., 
with one exception. It hasn't been played much in the press here, 
but a radio report that I heard the other dqy on the Eastland move 
indicated that he was^ planning to go into the question of a 
conspiracy is on the right in the King assassination. So my 
analysis would be what I predicted to Sutler when I spoke with 
him after the Conway Show and what I said in the revised f‘nal 
article of Who Killed Malcolm X: that perhaps Eastland and these 
other Bight people in Washington have decided it'd a propiticus 
time to disaffiliate themselves from the Badical Bight, and so now 
they'll start to hit the "extremists" of both sides while the 
dummies applaud their good sense* 

Hope you're feeling better. We've been lucky. Although we've 
kept up a pretty brisk pace (not nearly as brisk as yours, though) 
all winter neither Lita nor I have g otten sick. 

That's all for now. Say hello to Lillianf or both of us* 
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Something else occured to me. The Daily News article says ’''Federal 
agents moved 'rueaday to question a North Side man •.."Now either thlay 
were In fact referring to the Corley questioning, or there is some- 
where in the Warren Commission f'*les an interview with Vallee. 
DeSutter may be xjsh±K able to supply the answer* 

It was very good to hear that you’ll be able to send a copy of 
the book. Do you want It baok? I expect I’ll be able to make 
a copy or two of the copy. I think that'll facilitate my talking 
to Bevel & Co® about It® I regard their whole scene and way cf 
life* as a political intrigue and hesitate to get personally involved 
with them for fear I’ll kiok one of them in the teeth. So simply 
lending them a copy of the kjb m3S. or parts of it would be much 
safer® 

For what it's worth,! would agree w'th your Dredictions on hay, etc., 
with one exceic’on. It hasn't been played much in the press here, 
but a radio report that I heard the other d^ - on the Eastland move 
Indicated that- he wasp planning to go into the question of a 
conspiracy la on the right in the King assass’nation. So ray 
analysis woul 1 be what I predicted to butler when I spoke with 
him after the ^onway Show and what T said in the revised f J nal 
article of Who Killed lvi alcolm X: that perhaps Eastland and these 
other Bight people In Washington have decided it'd a propittais 
time to disaffiliate themselves from the Badical Bight, and so now 
they'll start to hit the "extremists" of both sides wh' la the 
dummies applaud their good sense. 

Hope you're feeling better. We've been lucky. Although we've 
kept up a pretty brisk pace (not nearly as brisk as yours, though) 
all winter ne'ther Li ta nor I have g otten sick. 

That's all for now. Say hello to Lilli an f or both of us. 





